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HERMAN’S HERMITS RETURNING
TO CLAY COUNTY FAIR IN 2020

February 17-18, 2020

CHUCK RABEL

Is retiring after 30 years of
service with H&N Chevrolet/Buick!
We thank him for his loyalty and his service and
wish him the best in his retirement!
His last day is Wednesday, February 26.

H&N
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ON TO STATE

WHAT MOLDED
THE GREATEST
GENERATION?
■ National ‘Bus-eum’ exhibit tour opening in Spencer

PHOTOS BY RANDY M. CAUTHRON

Michael Luick-Thrams, executive director of TRACES, and Kristine ZylstraTabke, program coordinator, are all smiles after touring the work on
the “Bus-eum” which will
house the touring exhibit, “Hidden or Forbidden
No More: Prequels to the
‘Greatest Generation.’”

Chevrolet-Buick

713 Grand Ave, Spencer
(712) 262-3230
www.hnchevy.com
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Eggs and Issues 2020: Iowa
caucuses, LGBTQ, fake news

PHOTO BY JOSEPH HOPPER

U.S. Rep. Steve King was also on the day’s panel to give his input on
topics ranging from the caucus, current events and the news industry.

A time of rampant epidemics, angry demonstrations,
rcauthron@spencerdailyreporter.com
“fake news” and anti-immigrant sentiment — sound like 2020 America? No, rather it
was a mirror era in which the “Greatest Generation” grew up — and an era which will soon to
be featured in and examined in a new, traveling
exhibit titled “Hidden or Forbidden No More:
Prequels to the ‘Greatest Generation.’”
The exhibit, which will travel on wheels as part
of an eight-month tour, will debut to the public in northwest Iowa in Spencer from 1-5 p.m.
Feb. 23 at Vander Haag’s, 3809 Fourth Ave. W. It
will make additional stops at Vander Haag’s facilities in Sioux Falls on Feb. 29, Council Bluffs
on March 1 and Kansas City on March 3.
The exhibit is housed in a finely-retrofitted
school bus, the “Bus-eum,” which is currently
completed in the Vander Haag’s shop in Spencer, part of an ongoing relationship between
the exhibit’s creator Dr. Michael Luick-Thrams
and John Vander Haag dating back approxiBY RANDY M. CAUTHRON
Managing Editor

mately 15 years.
The exhibit will feature displays and information on anti-German hysteria of World War
I, which mostly erased what is still the United
States’ largest ethnic group; the influenza pandemic of 1918-19, with its 675,000 U.S. deaths and
up to 50 million worldwide; Prohibition-era bootlegging, with its accompanying desperation and
deaths through gangsters; the Ku Klux Klan’s “Second Wave” of the 1920s, which had between 3 and
4 million members nationwide; and “Cow Wars”
fought by Depression-era farmers who took cues
from other strikes as they tried to boost commodity prices through collective action.
The five foci of this exhibit are part of a larger project that examines connections between
Germany (or Austria) and the American Heartland, 1914-48. The Iowa-based TRACES Center
for History and Culture brings to light unknown
World War I and World War II history, under
the motto “We bring history to life!”
Specifically, this project examines mostly
See BUS-EUM, Page 3A

Michael Luick-Thrams, curator of
the exhibit, will
serve as both tour
guide and driver for the duration of the eightmonth mobile
showcase. Vander
Haag’s of Spencer not only procured the bus and
retrofit it for the
exhibit, but also
crafted a small
living quarters in
the back of it for
Luick-Thrams.

Casey’s armed
robbery suspect
remains at large
The Spencer Police Department is asking for the public’s assistance in regards to a robbery
investigation at the Casey’s General Store located at 800 S. Grand
Ave. in Spencer.
At approximately 4:11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 14, an armed suspect
approached an employee whom
was opening the store. The suspect displayed a pistol and forced
the employee inside where an undetermined amount of cash was
taken. The suspect then made the
employee drive him to a secondary location in Spencer where he
then fled on foot.
The suspect is a male between
5-foot-8 and 5-foot-10, wearing all
black and a ski mask.
See ROBBERY, Page 3A
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■ Spencer Police seek
assistance solving theft

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Spencer Police Department is
asking for the public’s assistance
in regards to a robbery which occurred Friday at approximately
4:11 a.m. at the Casey’s General
Store located at 800 S. Grand Ave.
in Spencer. The suspect is a male
between 5-foot-8 and 5-foot-10,
wearing all black and a ski mask.

NW BANK WINS HEALTHIEST STATE WORKPLACE AWARD

BY JOSEPH HOPPER
Staff Writer
jhopper@spencerdailyreporter.com

There were plenty of spectators
inside the Spencer City Council
Chambers Saturday for the Spencer Chamber of Commerce’s first
Eggs and Issues forum of 2020.
Legislators U.S. Rep. Steve King,
R-Kiron; state Rep. Megan Jones,
R-Sioux Rapids; state Sen. Zach
Whiting, R-Spirit Lake; and state
Rep. John Wills, R-Okoboji, rounded out the day’s panel. Prior to taking questions, panel conversation
began with brief updates including details about current efforts
on the state budget and recent
events in Washington, D.C.
“I went to the floor of the Senate to be there to witness the final vote on impeachment, the two
votes that were there,” King said.
“You all saw it, so I’m just going
to characterize it this way: when I
walked out of there and I walked
through the middle of the Capitol
out of the Senate chambers and
over to I’ll say my side of the Capitol building, I just had this kind of
sick and sad feeling. What did we
do? What precedent did we establish? What legacy has been established here? And what does that
do for the future of our country?
That’s unknown at this point. Historians and the public will decide
some of that, but on the upside
we’ve come through with a couple of terrific trade agreements.
He continued, “The USMCA,
they are the two biggest trading
partners and that deal is done and

signed, sealed, delivered. It’s good
in every aspect for us except for
one, and that’s dairy, and it’s great
for dairy. The first phase one of
China is also the phase that addresses our agriculture and our
manufacturing. The rest of those
things that we’re concerned about
like the theft of intellectual property, the piracy by the Chinese, it’s
been somewhat addressed but our
U.S. trade representative is optimistic about that. I think we’ve
come a long ways on trade.”
“Right now, the House and the
Senate have a few different numbers,” Jones said. “The House’s
package is about $3.4 billion of
our about $8 billion budget dedicated toward education funding.
I think that number will change a
little bit because we still need to
negotiate on the Senate on where
that’s gonna be. We kind of both
have different budgets and different priorities, but certainly education is one of the top ones and
that’s why it kind of gets the first
bite of the apple there.”

IOWA CAUCUSES
Bill Kersting, of Spencer, was
the first to take the podium to
question the legislators, asking
how the state can retain its firstin-the-nation status during primary season after recently being
the subject of controversy due to
the delay of this year’s Democratic caucus results.
“I went to the caucus when I
was 18 and I’ve gone to every one
that I could since,” Wills said. “I

See FORUM, Page 2A

1 dead following Rembrandt Foods barn collapse
SIOUX RAPIDS — One employee was killed in the collapse of a
cage system at Rembrandt Foods
Friday morning. The body was recovered Saturday afternoon and
the fatality was confirmed Sunday night by Buena Vista County
Emergency Management.
The collapse was reported around 6:30 a.m. Friday within a
company layer barn in Rembrandt. After the incident, one person was unaccounted for. An urban search and rescue team was
called in from Sioux City along
with Iowa Homeland Security.
After a 12-hour search Friday,
the operation was suspended for
safety concerns. After bringing in
heavy equipment and seven more
hours of rescue efforts Saturday,
searchers found the victim around 2 p.m. The identity was not
released, pending notification of
See COLLAPSE, Page 3A
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The collapse of a cage system at Rembrandt Foods Friday morning
resulted in one fatality. The body was recovered Saturday afternoon and the fatality was confirmed Sunday night by Buena Vista
County Emergency Management.
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RECORDS
WEATHER FORECAST
TODAY — Partly sunny, high near 22. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph.
TONIGHT — Mostly cloudy, with a low of 1. North wind around 10 mph.

BUS-EUM

overlooked influences that
both shaped the much-toutFrom Page 1A
ed “greatest generation’s”
character and determined
not only the biographies of those who comprised it,
but the destiny of the United States.
“Our ancestors’ pasts colored our present and, if
left unconscious, could steer our future in ways no
longer beneficial. By reconsidering them, we can better recognize ourselves,” said Luick-Thrams, TRACES’
executive director and curator of this exhibit. “When
we had the German POW exhibit in Algona, we realized couldn’t talk about the war in Iraq. People get too
emotional about it. ... In this exhibit we can bring up
those issues but through a distant mirror.”
He noted the mirror examples of the coronavirus
and flu pandemic; and the Klan’s anti-Catholic movement in the Midwest during the 1920s and today’s anti-immigrant culture, as well as the anti-German epidemic when America’s largest ethnic group turned
into the enemy.
“People don’t tend to get crazy talking about things
100 years ago,” Luick-Thrams said.
Now on his third bus, Luick-Thrams credited John
Vander Haag with keeping him on the road. The first
bus burned and Vander Haag was the only person who
offered assistance, getting him a new engine back in
the mid-2000s.
“He believes in what we’re doing,” Luick-Thrams
said. “He likes that we make history transportable
and accessible to the people. If it weren’t for him I
wouldn’t be doing these tours.”
The curator means that literally. With the second
bus on its final miles, Vander Haag reached out to
him and said, “I think I’ve got a bus for you” according to Luick-Thrams.
The new touring bus, which will be part of the biggest road journey yet, has been repainted and customized for the exhibit, complete with a small living
space in the back for Luick-Thrams.
“They are doing better than I would have done by
myself,” he said of the exhibit space. “His mechanics and craftsmen are creating a flawless bus — been
working on it for weeks.”
Kristine Zylstra Tabke will serve as the program coordinator for the tour from Iowa. She met Luick-Thrams before Christmas and after watching videos from
some of his previous tours “fell in love with his project.”
“He needed someone to headquarter here, I grew
up in Marcus” she said.
The rest is history.
Excited to begin the new journey which will take
him over all over the Midwest and to some of the biggest cities on the East Coast, the curator-director-bus
driver-cook-dishwasher-motor home resident is quite
literally ready to get this show on the road.
“These two world wars are books ends of what we
call the “Greatest Generation” and this exhibit really
focuses on the social landscapes that molded these
people,” Luick-Thrams said. “It was certainly a great
generation that did great things, but they weren’t saints.
In it’s simplest form, this is a mythic story, but often
times we get so distracted with all the mythos we forget how these people lived day-to-day. This will help
fill in some of the blanks. War is the human life in
its extreme — everything in good and bad is magnified — you see their courage and cruelness, their humanity and their brutality.”
The Spencer debut is open to the public.

COLLAPSE

relatives. No other injuries
were reported.
From Page 1A
Sioux Rapids and Rembrandt fire departments responded along with emergency medical crews from
Sioux Rapids and Buena Vista Regional Medical Center, County Emergency Management, sheriff’s officers
and the county medical examiner.
“A structural failure resulted in a catastrophic collapse of equipment within the barn,” Emergency Management Director Amy Barrett said of the incident.
Despite some rumors, there was no fire or ammonia leak. Rembrandt Enterprises officials could not
be reached for information.

ROBBERY

The department is asking for anyone who has vidFrom Page 1A
eo security systems that record roadways or sidewalks
to contact the department at 262-2151 and be prepared
to give your contact information. Investigators will
then contact you if your video is needed.

Top Dollar
For Your
Junk Vehicle

CALL TODAY!
(712) 580-2886
Grab & Go Auto Salvage, LLC
220 10th Ave. S.E.
Spencer, IA
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Phyllis Beilfeldt
Funeral services for Phyllis Beilfeldt,
95, of Spencer, formerly of Ruthven,
will be conducted at 11 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 18, 2020, at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Terril. Rev. Thomas Marth
will officiate the service. Visitation will
begin Monday at 5 p.m. with family
present from 5-7 p.m. at Warner Funeral Home in Spencer.
Burial will be conducted at Fairview Cemetery in Terril.
Phyllis Jean Bielfeldt, the daughter of James Hugh and
Inez Pauline (Bakke) Fraser, was born Nov. 28, 1924, in
Greenville. Her childhood years were spent in Greenville where she received her education, graduating from
Greenville Consolidated Schools in 1942.
Phyllis married Leland Evans on May 30, 1942. After
their marriage, they lived in Spencer, where she worked
at Spencer Bottle Co. She later was employed at Lakes
Propane for 25 years and was an owner and manager
for 10 years. Phyllis married Wilbert Bielfeldt on July 4,
1987, in Terril. She was a member of the Terril Immanuel Lutheran Church. Phyllis was also a member of the
Business and Professional Women and the Farm Bureau.
She enjoyed traveling, gardening, reading and golfing.
She passed away on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020.
Phyllis was preceded in death by her parents; one
brother, Thomas Fraser; and one sister, Mary Fairchild.
Left to cherish her memory are her husband, Wilbert
Bielfeldt of Ruthven; one son, Dennis Evans (Diane) of
New Caney, Texas; one daughter, Cynthia and her husband, Greg Foote of Spencer; one stepson, Dennis Bielfeldt and his wife, Suzanne of Brookings, South Dakota;
two grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; six step
grandchildren; six step-great-grandchildren; one sister,
Ruth Thurston of Spencer; one grandfurbaby; other relatives and friends.
Warner Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Linda Meyer
Linda S. Meyer, 79 years old of Racine, Wisconsin, formerly of Spencer,
passed away Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020, at
Villa at Lincoln Park from the ravages of Alzheimer’s disease.
She was born Nov. 7, 1940, in Pocahontas, the daughter of the late Herbert and Thelma Hammer. Linda owned and operated
The Kitchen Store for many years with her husband,
Robert Meyer. She enjoyed sewing, reading and working with her hands. She loved being with her family and
telling stories.
Linda was preceded in death by her parents, Thelma and Herbert Hammer; her husband, Robert Meyer; her brothers: Sherrill Hammer and David Hammer;
and her brothers-in-law: Ray Hampton, Darrell Schumacher and Gary Taylor.
Survivors include children: Randy Morfitt of Madison,
Wisconsin; Jeff (Margee) Morfitt of Port Angeles, Washington; and Annette (Dirk) Jensen of Shorewood, Wisconsin. She is also survived by her sisters: Marilyn Taylor
and Rhonda Hampton; her sister in law, Marilyn Hammer; and her grandchildren: Samuel Jensen (Andrew
Schroeder), Seth Jensen (Laura Sater) and Carter Morfitt.
A graveside service will be held Thursday April 9, 2020,
at 1 p.m. at Lone Tree Cemetery in Everly, with a reception to follow at the Grace Congregational Church of
Greenville. In lieu of flowers a donation to ALZ.org in
Linda’s name would be much appreciated.
Visit Linda’s memorial book at prokofuneralhome.com.
FUNERAL NOTICES
JERRY COFFMAN — Funeral services for Jerry Roger Coffman, 84, of
Spencer, will be conducted at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, at Faith
Lutheran Church in Spencer. Rev. Lee Laaveg will officiate the service.
Visitation will be conducted one hour prior to the memorial service
at the church. Burial will be at Milford Cemetery. Mr. Coffman passed
away Sunday, Feb. 16, 2020, at Northshire Residence in Spencer.
Warner Funeral Home of Spencer is in charge of arrangements.
JAMES HUSTON — Funeral services for James Lee Huston, 65, of
Orange City, formerly of Spencer, will be conducted at 10:30 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 21, 2020, at Grace United Methodist Church. Rev. Paul
Frederiksen will officiate the service. Visitation will be one hour prior to
the services at the church. Burial will be conducted at Riverside Cemetery in Spencer. Huston passed away Friday, Feb. 14, 2020, at Prairie
Ridge Care Center in Orange City. Warner Funeral Home of Spencer is in
charge of arrangements.
WAYNE PAULSEN — Funeral services for Wayne Paulsen, 87, of Spencer,
will be conducted at 2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020, at First Lutheran
Church in Milford. Rev. Perry Aalgaard will officiate the service. Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at the church. Military services
will be conducted by the American Legion — Glen Pedersen Post No. 1
and VFW Clay County Post No. 3159. Burial will be conducted at Little
Sioux Lutheran Cemetery in Milford. Paulsen passed away Saturday,
Feb. 15, 2020, at St. Luke Lutheran Home in Spencer. Warner Funeral
Home of Spencer is in charge of arrangements.

$4 OFF
ANY LARGE
PIZZA!
Valid with coupon only.
Offer valid February 17-24, 2020.
Not valid with any other offer.

Tuesday - $10 Any Pizza
Thursday - Senior Day!
25% Off Any Pizza
Sunday Funday - Large 1 Topping, $7

1019 S. Grand Ave, Spencer • (712) 580-2112 • EBT Accepted

TUESDAY, FEB. 18
36th Annual Northwest
Iowa Ag Outlook — 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Clay County Regional
Events Center, Spencer
THURSDAY, FEB. 20
Women, Land & Legacy
Event: Signature Required
— 5:30 p.m. Emmet County
Farm Bureau, Estherville
Annie’s Project: Farm
Business Management —
5:30-9 p.m. St. Joseph
Catholic Church, Milford
Spencer Table Tennis
Club — 7:15-8:45 p.m.
Spencer Seventh-day
Adventist Church
FRIDAY, FEB. 21
Geri-Fit: Chair Fitness
for Adults — 1 p.m.
Spencer Public Library

Rick Geidl Retirement
Celebration — 3-4:30 p.m.
Council Chambers,
City Hall, Spencer
SCT: “Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes” — 7:30 p.m.
SCT Playhouse, Spencer
SATURDAY, FEB. 22
Winter Blues Bingo Party
and Soup Supper — 3-7 p.m.
Spencer Area Activity Center
SCT: “Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes” — 7:30 p.m. SCT
Playhouse, Spencer
SUNDAY, FEB. 23
VFW Breakfast — 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. VFW, Spencer
Women of the Moose
Sunday Breakfast —
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Moose
Family Center, Spencer

MEETING WATCH
IOWA LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, Feb. 18 — 4:30 p.m. Administration Building, Spencer
Agenda: Cosmeotology Program; Public Hearing — FY21 Published
Budget; Campus Housing and Meal Plans
CLAY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Wednesday, Feb. 19 — 8:30 a.m. 306 11th St SW Plaza, Spencer
Agenda: Business meeting
RIDES BOARD
Thursday, Feb. 20 — 10:30 a.m. 522 10th Ave. E., Spencer
Agenda: Monthly meeting
CLAY CENTRAL-EVERLY SCHOOL BOARD COMMUNITY MEETING
Monday, Feb. 24 — 6 p.m. Royal Gymnasium
Agenda: Administration Presentations; Transportation; Royal
Building West Wing Roof Replacement; Open Positions

IN THE NEWS
SPENCER HOSPITAL
Thursday, Feb. 13 — Admissions (4); Discharges (4)
Friday, Feb. 14 — Admissions (5); Discharges (6)
Saturday, Feb. 15 — Admissions (5); Discharges (1)
Sunday, Feb. 16 — Admissions (3); Discharges (1)

TODAY IN HISTORY
On Feb. 18, 1970, the “Chicago Seven” defendants were found not
guilty of conspiring to incite riots at the 1968 Democratic national
convention; five were convicted of violating the Anti-Riot Act of
1968 (those convictions were later reversed).
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POLICIES — Announcements
are published on a first-come,
first-serve basis. Every effort
is made to publish properly
submitted announcements in a
timely manner. The Spencer Daily
Reporter does not guarantee
publication. Announcements
received after the deadline will be
not published. The Spencer Daily
Reporter reserves the right to edit
all material to match format.
ANNIVERSARIES — Forms must
be received no earlier than 30
days prior to or no later than 30
days after the event.
BIRTHS — Forms must be
submitted within 30 days of the
baby’s birth and must contain the
signature of both parents.
ENGAGEMENTS — Forms must be
submitted no later than six weeks
prior to the wedding.
WEDDINGS — Forms must
be received no later than six
months following the wedding.
All announcements should be
printed or typed. They must be
signed and contain the name
and phone number of a contact
person. No announcements will
be accepted via phone call.
OBITUARIES — Information
should be submitted as soon as
possible. Obituaries received by
4 p.m. will appear in the next edition. Basic obituary notices are
provided by the Daily Reporter as
a free service to county residents
and their immediate families.

