
From the anti-German 
hysteria of WWI, through the 
1918 flu pandemic, KKK and 

Prohibition, to civil unrest 
during the Great Depression, 
the TRACES BUS-eum exhibit 
features stories of the Greatest 
Generation. These subchapters 
of US social history from before 
and between each World War 

say much about America today.

Dr. Michael Luick-Thrams is the director of 
Spuren in Germany and the TRACES Center 

for History and Culture in the USA.

contact: 515.450.1548

email: staff@TRACES.org

website: www.TRACES.org

we bring HISTORY to LIFE!

This non-profit, educational resource is 
made possible by on-going support from 

Vander Haag’s Inc. of Spencer, Iowa.

Specific Showing Details:

No entry fee; donations requested.
Some disturbing images in KKK exhibit.

Re-designed for Corona precautions.

See the BUS-eum on date 
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Historical tensions between Anglo (i.e., 
East and later West Coast) elites and 
“those Krauts out on the Prairies” grew 
to the point of hysteria during WWI, with 
loss of career, property and life.

Learn backstories behind the three 
waves of America’s terroristic hydra, with 
emphasis on the so-called Second Wave, 
which in the  1920s stormed the Ameri-
can Heartland, far beyond Dixie.

Midwest dairy farm-
ers violently stop-
ping Federal agents 
from TB-testing their 
herds; and loosely 
organized “penny 
auctions” trying to 
keep bankrupt farm-
ers on their land 
through collective 
action are only two 
examples of “bat-
tles” in this unknown 
civic “war.”

In 1918, a new influenza virus emerged 
infecting about 500 million people — thus, one 
third of the world’s population. The death toll 
was the greatest ever recorded, at 675,000 
Americans and 50 million worldwide.

They witnessed the 
First World War — and 
fought the Second. In 

between, they endured 
a depression longer and 

more severe than America 
has ever experienced, 

before or since. Together, 
they built a New Deal that 
touched every aspect of 

American life.

Kickin’ the Kaiser The Klan: America’s 
White Cancer

The “Cow Wars” 
Farmer Rebellions

The Killer: 1918’s 
Flu Pandemic

Prequels to the 
GREATEST 

GENERATION


